
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

University Hospitals Transplant Institute Establishes  
Education and Evaluation Center in Akron 

         
CLEVELAND –University Hospitals has established a satellite Transplant Institute 
Education and Evaluation Center in Akron, bringing the health system’s renowned 
transplant services to Summit County and surrounding communities.  
 
The satellite location, scheduled to open on February 2 at 1 Park West (at the 
intersection of I-77 and White Pond Road) will initially provide kidney transplant 
education and evaluation services to patients with kidney failure who are potential 
candidates for the procedure. This new location fills a need in the community for these 
services following the closure of the kidney transplant program in Summit County two 
years ago. UH also plans to establish transplant evaluation clinics for patients with liver, 
heart and lung failure. 
 
“Our transplant team has recognized that local access to a transplant program is vital to 
a patient’s decision about transplant as a treatment option for organ failure,” says 
James Schulak, MD, Director of the UH Transplant Institute. “For example, in Northeast 
Ohio a patient on the kidney transplant waiting list will wait (on average) three to five 
years to receive a deceased donor kidney for transplantation. Every day that a patient 
waits to pursue this treatment option matters.” 
 
A multi-disciplinary team of Transplant specialists from University Hospitals Case 
Medical Center, UH’s academic medical center, will provide services at this satellite, 
which include: 

• Education of organ failure and the transplantation process 

• Determination of transplant candidacy 

• Partnership with local providers to improve timely referral 

• Support programming to enhance patient and care provider support 
 
The actual transplant and initial follow-up care will be performed at UH Case Medical 
Center in Cleveland.  
 
UH Case Medical Center, the primary affiliate of Case Western Reserve University 
School of Medicine, has had a renowned transplant program for more than 40 years, 
performing its first kidney transplant in 1968 and provides transplantation services for 
treatment of patients suffering from kidney, pancreas, liver, heart and lung failure. 
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About University Hospitals 
University Hospitals serves the needs of patients through an integrated network of hospitals, outpatient 
centers and primary care physicians.  At the core of our health system is University Hospitals Case 
Medical Center.  The primary affiliate of Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine, University 
Hospitals Case Medical Center is home to some of the most prestigious clinical and research centers of 
excellence in the nation and the world, including cancer, pediatrics, women's health, orthopedics and 
spine, radiology and radiation oncology, neurosurgery and neuroscience, cardiology and cardiovascular 
surgery, organ transplantation and human genetics. Its main campus includes the internationally 
celebrated UH Rainbow Babies & Children's Hospital, ranked among the top children’s hospitals in the 
nation; UH MacDonald Women's Hospital, Ohio's only hospital for women; and UH Seidman Cancer 
Center, part of the NCI-designated Case Comprehensive Cancer Center. For more information, go to 
www.uhhospitals.org 
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