
• Implementation dates – although the amendments published in this final rule will be in 
effect on March 15, 2013, the implementation dates for labels are dependent on the 
compliance dates for the DOE regional standards. Thus, if the DOE standards are 
postponed or vacated for any reason, the applicable labeling rules will not apply until 
DOE reissues a final compliance date. Recognizing that the DOE compliance dates for 
the standards could shift, FTC has modified the final rule to remove specific compliance 
dates (e.g., May 1, 2013), instead tying new label compliance to the compliance date for 
DOE’s regional standards. This change eliminates the need to amend the labeling rule 
should a delay occur in the implementation of DOE’s requirements. There are two 
phases of compliance with the new label content:  

 
Phase I requires that manufacturers begin using the new label for non-
weatherized gas and mobile home gas furnaces on the compliance date set by 
DOE for the standards applicable to those products (currently scheduled for May 
1, 2013). That date also applies to revised labels for equipment that are not 
subject to the regional standards (e.g., boilers, non-weatherized oil-fired 
furnaces, and electric furnaces). 

 
Phase II requires that manufacturers begin using the new label for weatherized 
furnaces, central air conditioners, and heat pumps on the compliance date set by 
DOE for those products (currently January 1, 2015). 

 
FTC clarifies in the final rule that manufacturers may begin implementing the new label 
format prior to the DOE compliance date to facilitate a reasonable transition to the new 
labels. FTC has followed the same approach for similar changes in the past. Early 
labeling will also increase the number of units displaying the new label format on the 
compliance date of the DOE standards. However, in weighing whether to begin labeling 
early, FTC recommends that manufacturers consider the status of the ongoing issues 
related to the timing of DOE’s standards. 
 

• Label changes for products not covered by regional standards – the new, updated 
upper portion design (refer to next bullet) applies to all heating and cooling equipment, 
even product types not subject to the new regional standards such as electric furnaces, 
boilers, and weatherized furnaces. An updated version of the ENERGY STAR logo has 
been incorporated into the final rule.  
 
Additional labeling requirements for oil furnaces – the final rule allows, but does not 
require, manufacturers to include multiple input capacities on their EnergyGuide labels 
for oil furnaces. The rule does not dictate which input capacities must appear on the 
label and manufacturers can now include up to four input capacities compatible with their 
model. Additionally, the label now uses the term ‘‘input capacity’’ instead of ‘‘input rate’’. 
Finally, the rule only allows the ENERGY STAR logo on models certified by that program 
at all input capacities listed on the label. To avoid consumer confusion, the rule does not 
allow the logo on models qualifying for ENERGY STAR at some capacities and not 
others.  
 
Oil boilers – although we had asked that FTC allow the option of using the multiple input 
capacity and efficiency label format to the oil-fired boiler manufacturers as well, the final 
rule continues to require that manufacturers of boilers shipped with more than one input 
nozzle to be installed in the field must label such boilers with the AFUE of the 
system when it is set up with the nozzle that results in the lowest AFUE rating. 



 
• Upper portion content of label for all products – FTC has increased the prominence 

of the label’s technical efficiency rating terms by requiring the acronym for the model’s 
rating type immediately adjacent to the term “Efficiency Rating” (e.g., ‘‘Efficiency Rating 
(SEER*)’’). The full term for the applicable efficiency rating (e.g., ‘‘*Seasonal Energy 
Efficiency Rating’’) will appear beneath the range information. With respect to the 
graphical presentation of the label’s comparability range, the final rule retains the simpler 
design from the current label and augments it with the high and low ratings. The final 
rule also requires capacities and model numbers on the labels. The label adds a link to 
an online energy cost calculator provided by a DOE website (productinfo.energy.gov). 
The cost calculator link also leads to DOE’s certification database.  
 

• Upper portion content of label for products covered by regional standards – the 
rule changes the approach for split systems and requires that the lowest and highest 
SEER (and HSPF for some models) ratings for all the condenser’s certified coil 
combinations be disclosed in order to ensure the consumer and installer understands 
that the final rating of the system will depend on the coil installed with the condenser. 
The upper label portion also states that an installed system’s efficiency will vary 
depending on the coil matched with the condenser. 

 
• Lower portion content of label for products covered by regional standards – the 

final rule abandons the color label suggested by FTC in the proposed rule and instead 
maintains the original yellow and black format. The final label denotes different regions 
through gray-scale shading and conveys the same information provided by the proposed 
multi-color version. The final rule also includes two changes related to the ENERGY 
STAR logo: an updated version of the ENERGY STAR logo and a thick black line that 
separates the ENERGY STAR logo from the regional standards information. The lower 
portion provides general information to installers about regional efficiency standards, 
including a list of states where the model may be legally installed. A U.S. map illustrating 
regional standards information appears on labels for products that do not meet 
standards in one or more regions. Although FTC has increased the size of the EER 
disclosure for split and single-package air conditioners, the EER information continues to 
appear on the lower portion of the labels. Lastly, the final rule rejects AHRI’s request to 
add a reference to the AHRI Directory of Certified Product Performance on the labels.  
 

• Comparability ranges for all products – the final rule specifically updates ranges for 
non-weatherized (gas and oil), mobile home, and electric furnaces and boilers based on 
recent data and the DOE efficiency standards currently scheduled to become effective 
on May 1, 2013. FTC will issue new ranges for products subject to new standards 
currently scheduled to become effective on January 1, 2015 (i.e., central air 
conditioners, heat pumps, and weatherized furnaces) in 2014. (Please note that the 
ranges associated with these products in the sample labels of this final rule stem from 
current industry data and have been included only for illustrative purposes.)  

 
• Location and format of label for all products – the final rule requires that the label be 

visible on packaging for product categories subject to regional standards as well as on 
retailer and manufacturer websites. However, the final rule does not require a separate 
label on the packaging of products subject to regional standards if the label affixed to the 
product is visible from the package’s exterior. In addition, the final rule does not impose 
any prescriptive adhesive requirement. To ensure the label remains affixed to different 



packaging (e.g., wax-coated boxes), manufacturers may affix the labels through means 
other than adhesives (e.g., staples, tape, etc.) as long as the method prevents the 
label’s dislodgment during normal handling throughout the distribution chain to the 
retailer or consumer and ensures the label is clearly visible. 
 

• Possible DOE waiver for furnaces - the final rule includes label waiver language that 
manufacturers must use if DOE issues waivers for furnace installations. Specifically, the 
required language states, ‘‘Federal law prohibits installation of this unit in other states, 
unless a waiver from the Department of Energy allows such installation.’’ This language 
will only appear on the labels if DOE issues the requested waivers. If DOE does not 
issue such waivers, manufacturers cannot include it. 

 


