
 

 

May 23, 2013  

Mr. Frank Stanonik 

AHRI 

2107 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 500 

Arlington, VA 22201 

 

Dear Mr. Stanonik: 

The Consortium for Energy Efficiency (CEE) sends this letter to inform you of our proposed 

revisions to the specifications for non-weatherized gas furnaces (“Specifications”) included in the 

CEESM High Efficiency Residential Gas Heating Initiative (“Initiative”). We further invite your input 

and comments for consideration in finalizing the revisions.   

CEE is the binational organization of energy efficiency program administrators, and CEE 

members are responsible for ratepayer-funded efficiency programs in 45 US states and seven 

Canadian provinces. In 2011, CEE members directed $6.1 billion of energy efficiency and demand 

response program expenditures in the two countries. CEE’s Initiatives are voluntary program 

templates used by its members to aid them in designing programs. 

The next steps will include careful review of comments received before July 22, 2013 (“comment 

return date”), and incorporation of any modifications which CEE determines to be appropriate 

before issuing its final revision in October, 2013. We invite you to review the proposed revised 

specifications and to provide your input before the comment return date. 

CEE’s Residential Gas Heating Committee has reviewed the 1998 Specifications, data on sales of 

furnaces which equal or exceed 90% AFUE, and developments with respect to the U.S. 

Department of Energy’s proposed revisions of minimum standards for NWGF in the north region 

of the United States.  The Committee carefully considered trends and announced plans of 

program administrators for individual incentive programs. Based on its investigations, the 

Committee has now proposed the following: 

Proposed: That CEE identifies high efficiency furnace tiers as follows:  
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Tier Efficiency Level 
Tier 1 90 percent AFUE 
Tier 2 95 percent AFUE 
Tier 3 97 percent AFUE 

and that the electric fan efficiency metric align with that of ENERGY STAR 4.0 found at 

http://www.energystar.gov/ia/partners/product_specs/program_reqs/Furnaces_Version_4.0_Pr

ogram_Requirements.pdf?3e2f-fcc7.  

 CEE recognizes that its revision process parallels rulemaking review to be conducted by 

the U.S. Department of Energy with respect to minimum standards for NWGF in the north region 

of the United States. CEE’s members support voluntary, incentive based programs, and we ask 

you to comment on specification revision proposed above relative to such programs. The 

Committee has noted that program administrators will continue to offer incentives for high 

efficiency furnaces for the foreseeable future and believes that the proposed specification 

change reflects changes in the market. The Committee has observed significant sales of furnaces 

which equal or exceed 90% AFUE, and that since 1998 there has been a dramatic increase in the 

availability of units in the market meeting the proposed revised levels (see Figure 1).  The 

Committee considers the tier 3 level to be a reasonable stretch. CEE does not propose a change 

to the boiler specifications at this time. 

Figure 1: Percent of ≥90% AFUE Residential Furnaces Shipped in the United States 

Source: United States EPA Unit Shipment Data 1987-2011 
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CEE members wish to continue to support the high efficiency residential gas heating market and 

recognize that such market is nearly transformed. Therefore, the Committee is considering how 

to make more homes ready for highly efficient furnaces, other technologies, and new program 

approaches. 

Accordingly, CEE would appreciate your feedback and comments on the proposed revisions. In 

addition, CEE would value comments which include discussion of the following points: 

 Whether the increase in specifications would interfere with the overall goal to promote 
adoption of higher efficiency furnaces and heating practices 

 Whether you have other recommendations for ways to increase the efficiency of residential 
gas heating systems that CEE should consider as it revises the initiative. 

 

Please send your responses to Joanne Morin by the comment return date. Thank you for your 

interest in and consideration of the proposed revisions to CEE’s furnace Specifications.    

Sincerely,  

 
Joanne Morin 

Deputy Director 
 
Attachments: 
Initiative Description 


