
 

 

  
 

January 21, 2015 
 
The Honorable Russell Prescott, Chairman 
Senate Commerce Committee 
State House, Room 100 
107 North Main St 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
Re: Senate Bill 18 
 
Dear Chairman Prescott: 
 
On behalf of the Air-Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI), the trade association 
representing more than 300 manufacturers of heating, air conditioning, water heating, and 
commercial refrigeration equipment, I am writing you to express our concerns with Senate Bill 18 
(SB-18). We urge an unfavorable report because it would reduce the use of higher efficiency gas-
fired heating and water heating appliances, and negatively impact consumers in New Hampshire. 
 
Polyvinyl chloride, or PVC, provides a safe, cost effective way to vent the highest efficiency gas–fired 
products on the market today.  PVC has been used for venting these products for over 20 years, and 
there are millions of U.S. homes featuring gas-fired appliances with PVC venting operating 
efficiently and safely today.   These many years of positive experience exist because 1) there are 
nationally recognized appliance safety standards covering gas furnaces, gas boilers, gas water 
heaters and other gas-fired products; and 2) building codes across the U.S. require that gas-fired 
appliances be listed as complying with the applicable safety standard.   
 
These safety standards include tests to determine the vent system(s) that are appropriate for use 
on the particular model. These standards allow the use of PVC venting only on models that operate 
with efficiencies in the 90% range, commonly referred to as condensing models.  These are the 
most efficient gas models on the market.  The tests in the standard determine that the model will 
not produce vent gases with temperatures that exceed the temperature limit of PVC. The 
installation instructions for these models must specifically identify the vent system that the 
equipment is listed to use.  In cases where the model is approved for use with non-metallic vent 
systems, such as PVC piping, the manufacturer must either supply the vent system required to be 
used with the equipment or clearly identify and specify the use of the vent system parts. When 
properly installed on appliances that are listed for use with a PVC venting system, the PVC venting 
system provide safe and effective venting of the gas-fired appliance. 
 
Instituting this ban will require a more costly vent system for the highest efficiency gas-fired 
appliances on the market. The increased installed cost of those most efficient models may put those 
models out of the economic reach of consumers in New Hampshire.  
 
Our members produce highly innovative, efficient, and safe products that are essential to meeting 
the heating needs of New Hampshire residents. These manufacturers are asking you to stand up for 
their business in the state. 
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Manufacturers and their employees urge you to oppose SB-18 and invite you and your colleagues to 
discuss with us any concerns you may have with PVC’s application as a vent material. We look 
forward to working with you, your committee staff, and your fellow Senators on this issue.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at CClark@ahrinet.org or our Manager of 
Government Affairs, Mike O’Halloran at MOHalloran@ahrinet.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cade Clark 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
Air-Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration Institute 
 
CC: Senate Commerce Committee Members 

The Honorable Sharon Carson, Senator  
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