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February 29, 2016 
 
 
Ms. Katherine Delves 
Chief of Standards 
Office of Energy Efficiency 
930 Carling Avenue   C.E.F.3 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0E4 
 
 
Subject:  HRAI / AHRI Comments on Discussion Paper –Energy Efficiency Standards  
                
 
Dear Katherine, 
 
The Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute of Canada (HRAI), the Air-Conditioning, 
Heating, and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI) and the Canadian Institute of Plumbing and Heating 
(CIPH) are submitting these comments in response to the Office of Energy Efficiency’s discussion 
paper on energy efficiency standards. 
  
HRAI, AHRI and CIPH members are advocating strongly for harmonization of energy efficiency 
regulations and standards between the US and Canada and among provinces.  Members are pleased 
to learn that NRCan and the US DOE have established a goal of aligning energy efficiency standards 
and test procedures.  As we are all aware, consistency avoids unnecessary duplication, reduces costs 
to industry, government and consumers, minimizes trade barriers and improves competitiveness. 
 
Given the lack of detail available regarding NRCan’s intentions with updates to Amendment 13 other 
than alignment with the US, we would like to reiterate our previous recommendations to update 
amendment 13 as follows:   
 

 Split system air source heat pumps – increase the SEER and HSPF to 14 SEER & 7.1 HSPF  

 Canadian regulations require that packaged large unitary equipment ≥ 760 Btu/h to be 
third-party verified.  This requirement is not consistent with the US DOE requirements, 
which creates a serious problem for manufacturers who serve both markets.  In addition, 
this equipment falls outside of the scope of AHRI’s product certification program. In an 
attempt to harmonize with the US the upper limit of product capacity subject to a minimum 
efficiency regulation should not go beyond the 760,000 Btu/h maximum capacity. 

 Proposed amendment #13 that stated chillers must now be matched and rated with specific 
condensers and meet the same efficiency requirements as air-cooled chillers.  Once again, 
this proposal is not consistent with the US regulations and condenser-less chillers are 
outside of the scope of AHRI’s product certification program. 
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 To permit non-condensing through-the-wall furnaces to be imported to Canada for retrofit 
applications only, provided they are identified as such.   

 Given the multiple differences with electric water heaters, discussions remain necessary on 
alignment. These include: i) the testing methodology and comparison of both testing 
standards; ii) the impact of and communication of changes to the Canadian marketplace; 
and iii) building on real life experience with higher efficiency technology to align into a North 
American strategy. 

   
Recommendations pertaining to the preliminary prioritization results outlined in the discussion 
paper are as follows: 

 Residential gas furnaces (furnace fans) be moved up to amendment 14 requiring voluntary 
reporting of the DOE metric, provided that the current Canadian reporting requirements in 
accordance with CSA C823-11 be withdrawn. It would likely be appropriate to consider 
mandatory reporting harmonizing with DOE in amendment 15.  

 Self-contained and remote commercial refrigeration and walk-in coolers and freezers are 
included in the proposed products for amendment 14; we recommend that NRCan 
reconsider the priorities for these products.  For self-contained and remote commercial 
refrigeration the final test procedure and energy efficiency levels are pending US legal 
action. For walk-in coolers and freezers the published efficiency levels are pending 
upcoming changes that are not yet reflected in the US Federal Register. Specifically, 
minimum efficiency levels will be revised per a recent Appliance Standards and Rulemaking 
Federal Advisory Committee (ASRAC) working group negotiation and the effective dates for 
these standards will likely be delayed to 2020. Therefore, it would be preferred to include 
these products in amendment 15 rather than amendment 14 to allow time for resolution of 
the legal dispute and other ongoing changes. 

 We are in agreement that oil furnaces remain in amendment 14 as a low priority. 
 

We thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important matter. AHRI, CIPH and HRAI would 
welcome an opportunity to engage collectively with DOE and NRCan to discuss join working plans. 
We look forward to continuing discussions on North American alignment strategies to meet our 
common objectives. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Warren Heeley   Steve Yurek   Ralph Suppa 
 

                
 
HRAI    AHRI     CIPH 
President   President & CEO  President & GM     
   
cc:  K. Amrane 
       C. Czajko 
       R. Ellul 
       P. Steffes  
       M. Luymes 

 


