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Good morning. My name is Laura Petrillo-Groh. I am the Engineering Manager of 

Regulatory Affairs at the Air-Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration Institute. AHRI is a 

trade association representing over 300 manufacturers of heating, cooling, water heating, 

and commercial refrigeration equipment. In the United States alone, AHRI’s members 

employ approximately 130,000 people, and support some 800,000 dealers, contractors, 

and technicians.  

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) 

notice of proposed rulemaking (NOPR) on the energy conservation standards for 

packaged terminal air conditioners (PTACs) and packaged terminal heat pumps (PTHPs); 

however we have several pressing concerns that need to be addressed before this 

regulation goes into effect.  

 

Concern with Proposed Levels 

The proposed level stands to place significant burden on industry. Based on data from 

AHRI Certification Directory accessed within the past two weeks, 85% of PTACs and 77% 

of PTHPs will require redesign to meet proposed level TSL 2. It is not clear from the 

analysis accompanying the NOPR what the efficiency gains that the equipment will 

achieve based on implementing the technology options the DOE has considered. Further, 

we have noticed that the DOE has selected equipment for testing and teardowns in two 

different size bins which may not accurately represent the full capacity range of the 

product category. We have prepared a brief slideshow we would like to present today on 

this issue. 

 

Payback Longer than Life of the Product 

Another concern our members have with the rulemaking is that the median payback 

period for PTACs and PTHPs is longer than or equal to the life of the product. This places 

a burden on the consumers of the product.  
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LCC is Negative 

Finally, for PTACs and PTHPs greater than or equal to 12,000 Btu/h, the average Life 

Cycle Cost (LCC) savings is negative. For all other packaged terminal units, the LCC is 

zero. It is unclear how DOE proposing a level with a negative LCC is economically 

justified. 

 

It is also unclear what the future of the industry will look like should the DOE proceed 

with setting such severe levels. Over the years, regulations have forced manufacturing 

facilities for these products to move overseas. If the DOE were to adopt such stringent 

standards, we doubt that any PTACs or PTHPs would remain as “made in the USA.” 

 

AHRI looks forward to working with the Department and others in establishing workable 

and credible energy conservation standards for packaged terminal air conditioners and 

heat pumps. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to present our views.  We will provide more detailed 

comments in writing. 


