
 

 

 

State Decision Reasoning 

Region 1   

Connecticut  Still Deciding “The Department is carefully examining the full effect that this change 
would have on all Connecticut policyholders. The ACA is an expansive and 
complex law built on myriad consumer protections and any change 
deserves careful and thoughtful analysis.” 

Maine Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

“The superintendent approved that network for new policyholders, but 
subsequently denied Anthem’s request to move current policyholders into 
plans with the narrow network,” said Bureau spokesperson Dunbar. “The 
new letter will still cancel the current policy and automatically move those 
policyholders into an ACA-compliant plan, but one with a broad provider 
network—like the one they currently have.” 

Massachusetts Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

State Insurance Commissioner Joseph Murphy said in a letter sent Monday 
to an Obama Administration official that substandard insurance policies 
are "virtually non-existent" in Massachusetts because of its first-in-the-
nation healthcare law that took effect in 2007. 

New 
Hampshire 

Still Deciding TBD 

New York Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

TBD 

Rhode Island Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

"After reviewing the president’s announcement, we have decided to 
continue in the direction we are going, and therefore will not be adopting 
the option made available to us by the president," two top health officials 
in Rhode Island said in a joint statement. "We will continue to closely 
monitor any and all changes at the federal level that have the potential to 
impact Rhode Islanders." 

Vermont Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

Vermont had already allowed insurance carriers to do renewals through 
March 31, 2014; the end of open enrollment on the new insurance 
marketplace. It will not allow them any further into 2014, as the 
president's plan would do. 

Region 2   

Delaware Still Deciding TBD 

District of 
Columbia 

Still Deciding "The city's insurance commissioner said late Thursday that he has not 
made a final determination on whether to allow D.C. residents to keep 
their noncompliant plans for another year. But William O. White, the 
commissioner, hinted strongly that he was opposed to the idea. 'The action 
today undercuts the purpose of the exchanges, including the District’s DC 
Health Link, by creating exceptions that make it more difficult for them to 
operate,' White said in a statement." 
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Maryland Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

Maryland Insurance Commissioner Therese M. Goldsmith issued a bulletin 
to health insurance carriers clarifying that Maryland law permits early 
renewal of existing health benefit plans.  Early renewal could allow existing 
policyholders to keep their current policies through the end of 2014, even 
if those policies do not comply with all of the provisions of the Affordable 
Care Act that take effect the first of the year.   

New Jersey Still Deciding Insurance markets are regulated by the states and New Jersey’s Insurance 
Commissioner Kenneth E. Kobylowski did not say how he planned to 
respond. “The Department is reviewing detailed information regarding [the 
Affordable Care Act] implementation… as outlined by the president today,” 
said spokesman Marshall McKnight.  

Pennsylvania Still Deciding We are evaluating the president's proposed ‘fix’ for consumers who have 
had their policies cancelled.  However, as Governor Corbett has stated, we 
don't believe the ‘fix’ represents a real or permanent solution to the 
problems caused by the ACA. It is also unclear whether or not the federal 
government had the executive authority to institute the delays. We expect 
to be able to offer Pennsylvania consumers further guidance within the 
next week. Consumers should visit PAHealthOptions.com for updates and 
information. 

Virginia Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

Virginia insurance law does permit the Bureau of Insurance to allow 
carriers to offer early renewal of existing insurance plans in the individual 
and small business group markets so that policyholders may continue 
existing coverage into 2014.  Some of Virginia’s carriers have already 
offered policyholders in those markets the option to extend their 2013 
coverage into 2014.  
The Bureau of Insurance encourages those carriers to reoffer this option 
with coverage extending through the end of 2014. The Bureau of Insurance 
also encourages any carriers who have not offered an option to extend 
coverage through the end of 2014 to make such extensions available. 
 

Region 3   

Illinois Still Deciding “A spokesman said state Insurance Director Andrew Boron was studying 
the issue, looking at options under state law. Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Illinois officials said the company, which has the most customers in the 
state's individual market, is "determining next steps," but stopped short of 
promising to renew its canceled plans. 

Indiana Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

“President Obama has asked that Indiana compel insurance companies 
who choose to do business in our state to reinstate carefully phased-out 
policies at a moment’s notice,” Commissioner Robertson said in a 
statement. “Such action would seriously destabilize Indiana’s insurance 
market and create logistical chaos, fueling even more uncertainty for 
Hoosiers. Furthermore, we do not believe that IDOI has the authority 



 

 

under Indiana law to fulfill the president’s untimely request.”  

Kentucky Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

“Kentucky will comply with the president’s request to allow Kentucky’s 
insurers the option of determining whether to extend existing health 
insurance policies to current policyholders for one more year," Gov. Steve 
Beshear (D) said in a statement. "This will be a business decision for each 
insurer to make, as many of them have invested a great deal of time and 
money into preparing for the transition to new standards under the 
Affordable Care Act." 

Michigan Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

“Michigan officials will allow health insurers to extend their 2013 plans 
through 2014 under a policy change announced by President Barack 
Obama. It’s now up to health insurance companies to decide whether they 
want to reinstate plans that they originally planned on discontinuing next 
year.” 

Ohio Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

While the state's top regulator expressed concerns about "uncertainty and 
complexity" being created by the new policy, Ohio Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor (R) 
said in a statement, "We support allowing Ohioans to keep the healthcare 
plans they want, as they were promised when Obamacare was being 
explained to them, and we will work with companies to reissue those plans 
if they choose." 

West Virginia Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

Insurance Commissioner Mike Riley said the “single year” re-enrollment 
proposal is not necessary in West Virginia because of the proactive steps 
taken, this year, to allow for a transition period that is “consistent with the 
existing law … In order to avoid further confusion, provide market stability, 
mitigate potential rate impacts of the CCIIO proposal, and regulate the 
West Virginia insurance market in accordance with the existing law, we 
have decided to maintain our current direction.” 

Region 4   

Iowa Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

“Wellmark Blue Cross & Blue Shield dominates Iowa’s individual health-
insurance market, selling 86 percent of all such policies here. The carrier 
announced last summer that it would allow all of its 150,000 current 
individual policyholders to maintain their current coverage through 2014. 
The price was only raised about 5 percent, to cover new fees associated 
with the Affordable Care Act. [Iowa Insurance Commissioner Nick] Gerhart 
said today that most other carriers selling individual health-insurance 
policies in Iowa have followed suit. Gerhart estimated that only about 
1,000 Iowans are having such policies canceled at the end of this year.” 

Minnesota Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

"Making the program changes offered by the President last week would be 
unworkable for your members and would likely cause more expensive 
health coverage for Minnesotans," Dayton said in response to a letter 
written Monday by the Minnesota Council of Health Plans. "I have acceded 
to [the insurance companies'] request and directed Commerce 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/185254214/Dayton-Health-Plan-Letter
http://www.scribd.com/doc/185254214/Dayton-Health-Plan-Letter


 

 

Commissioner Mike Rothman to continue the implementation of MNsure, 
as it is presently designed," he said.  

Nebraska Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

Health insurance companies have the option in Nebraska to renew policies 
before December 31, 2013. Nebraska insurance law already provides 
companies the option to engage in an early policy renewal process for 
policies. Earlier in the year, some companies elected to allow customers to 
utilize the early policy renewal and other companies declined and canceled 
some policies effective on December 31, 2013. However, as long as the 
cancellation deadline on notices has not yet taken effect, Nebraska law still 
allows companies to engage in the early renewal process. As a result, those 
policies renewed on or before December 31, 2013, would allow a 
company’s customers to keep their existing policies for one more year. 

North Dakota Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

North Dakota Insurance Commissioner Adam Hamm today announced that 
he is asking health insurance companies doing business in the state to 
renew policies that have been or will be cancelled due to changes being 
made to comply with the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Earlier this month, the 
Department reported that almost 36,000 North Dakotans are or will be 
losing their existing health insurance policies. 

South Dakota Still Deciding "The Division of Insurance is sorting through the logistics of how this 
announcement will impact insureds and carriers," the state insurance 
commissioner said in a statement to a local television station. "The 
president's new direction requires a detailed analysis in order to identify 
the best options for consumers and businesses. We will do what is best for 
South Dakotans and are demanding more details regarding this policy 
change." 

Wisconsin Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

Wisconsin already allowed early renewals and does not expect a significant 
impact from the Administration’s announcement. “Wisconsin’s early 
renewal policy moves the trigger date for many people from Jan. 1 to Dec. 
1, 2014.” 

Region 5   

Alabama Still Deciding “We are carefully evaluating how this change will affect policy holders and 
the insurance industry," the Alabama Insurance Department said in a 
statement. "There are many unanswered questions about how this change 
in policy at this late date can be carried out." 

Florida Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

"The Office pledges to work with any company that chooses to continue 
coverage in accordance with the president’s transitional policy, and to 
facilitate the continuation of coverage for Floridians," the Florida Office of 
Insurance Regulation said in a statement. 

Georgia Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

After three years of implementing a law, which required insurers to cancel 
policies that many Georgians prefer, President Obama announced that he 
will selectively choose not to enforce those provisions in 2014. While I 



 

 

encourage insurers to offer consumers as many options as permitted, I lack 
the statutory authority to force insurers to provide the stop-gap measure 
that the president created yesterday. Insurance companies have spent 
years preparing for Obama’s law, now the president has given them six 
weeks to temporarily undo its damage. 

Mississippi Still Deciding The state encouraged early renewals prior to 2013, averting much of the 
problems with cancellation notices and therefore does not foresee many 
carriers wanting to use this option. "We will continue to closely follow any 
further developments to ensure we protect the interests of 
Mississippians," Commissioner Mike Chaney said in a statement. 

North Carolina Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

Due to concerns that people will lose their plan and not be able to 
purchase coverage through the federal health exchange at 
www.healthcare.gov in a timely manner, Goodwin is allowing for an 
expedited review process at the Department of Insurance so that insurers 
can quickly establish 2014 rates and begin offering the plans that were 
going to be cancelled to current policyholders. 

South Carolina Still Deciding South Carolina’s largest private insurer will allow customers – sent 
cancellation notices in recent months, based on new Affordable Care Act 
requirements – to keep their health-insurance policies for 2014. 

Tennessee  Still Deciding Holding meeting with carriers on December 6, 2013. 

Region 6   

Arkansas Still Deciding Arkansas’ top insurance regulator is skeptical of allowing insurers to renew 
policies after the end of this year. “At this stage, it would be too confusing 
to our consumers,” Arkansas Insurance Commissioner Jay Bradford said. “It 
would be more chaos added to an already chaotic situation.” 

Kansas Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

Kansas Insurance Commissioner Sandy Praeger said today that she expects 
health insurers doing business in the state to stop cancelling policies that 
don’t meet the minimum coverage requirements of the Affordable Care 
Act and reverse the thousands of cancellations already in process. 

Louisiana Still Deciding Commissioner and NAIC President Jim Donelon stated this in a NAIC 
announcement: "In addition, it is unclear how, as a practical matter, the 
changes proposed today by the president can be put into effect.  In many 
states, cancellation notices have already gone out to policyholders and 
rates and plans have already been approved for 2014. Changing the rules 
through administrative action at this late date creates uncertainty and may 
not address the underlying issues. We look forward to learning more 
details of this policy change and about how the administration proposes 
that regulators and insurers make this work for all consumers.” 

Missouri Still Deciding TBD 

Oklahoma Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

“Thankfully, we worked with the insurance industry and stayed ahead of 
the curve on this latest Obamacare fiasco,” said Doak. “By allowing early 



 

 

renewals, consumers were given the option of keeping their plan for a 
while longer or shopping for a new one. That decision benefitted 
Oklahoma consumers and avoided the massive cancellations happening in 
other states.” 

Texas Will Allow Late 
Renewals 

Texas is refusing to implement any of the healthcare law's insurance 
reforms. A regulator there said he would allow insurers to sell non-
compliant plans, regardless of the president's statement. "Because Texas is 
not enforcing the Affordable Care Act, it remains to be seen how President 
Obama's executive order will impact the marketplace and consumers," 
Texas Insurance Commissioner Julia Rathgeber said in a statement. 
"Whether a company offers or withdraws a policy is a business decision for 
that company. We will be closely monitoring the impact of these latest 
developments on consumers and the industry." 
 

Region 7   

Arizona Still Deciding 
 

The AZDOI is still carefully weighing all the implications of the President’s 
proposal and we have not yet made a determination regarding what action 
we may take. 
 

Colorado Still Deciding 
 

Officials there say they're still looking over their options. State insurance 
officials and insurers are working on a solution similar to Obama's, allowing 
renewal through December 2014. Caveat – renewing consumers may see 
premiums rise from 2013, but they could keep the coverage and provider 
networks that some said they liked, Colorado Insurance Commissioner 
Marguerite Salazar said. "We were hoping people could access the 
marketplace a lot easier, so it wasn't something we pushed," Salazar said. 
"Once we started seeing the cancellations, we started talking with the 
plans." 

Idaho Still Deciding 
 

Idaho Department of Insurance Director Bill Deal said they are still 
discussing the matter with Gov. C.L. "Butch" Otter's administration. 

Montana Still Deciding 
 

As of 11/15/13, Montana’s Democratic State Auditor and Commissioner of 
Insurance and Securities Monica Lindeen said, “I am in the process of 
deciding what authority I have or don’t have. I am also in conversations 
with Montana’s insurance companies to see how this announcement 
affects their business plans and Montana consumers.”  

New Mexico Still Deciding 
(varies with 
each insurance 
company) 
 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of New Mexico and Presbyterian Health Plan, 
which together offer individual coverage to 51,000 customers, have 
already announced products designed to keep customers in individual 
plans for most of 2014 and do not plan to change them. Both companies 
also offer coverage on the federal health insurance exchange, along with 
New Mexico Health Connections and Molina Healthcare of New Mexico. 

http://www.brushnewstribune.com/ci_24529865/colorado-consumers-and-insurers-scramble-decipher-obamacare-change


 

 

  
Lovelace Health Plan, which covers 2,900 individuals, is being sold to Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield. The company said in a statement, “We are in the 
process of reviewing the administrative action released today by President 
Obama.” 
 
New Mexico Insurance Superintendent John Franchini said Thursday the 
state’s insurance companies have invested a lot of time and money to 
comply with the ACA. “It’s like sending an aircraft carrier out at 50 knots, 
then telling it to stop right there,” he said. Franchini said most customers 
of individual plans will probably get better insurance at a lower price on 
the federal insurance exchange when tax credits available to individuals 
are factored in. That is assuming they can get onto the troubled exchange 
website to buy coverage. “They have no chance right now because the 
exchanges are frozen” by technological problems, Franchini said. “That’s 
my biggest concern. We need a program in place to provide a soft landing 
for people if the exchange is slow to get started.” 

Utah Still Deciding 
 

Utah Insurance Department Assistant Commissioner Tanji Northrup says 
Obama's announcement is "a tremendous change with very short notice" 
that her department is still reviewing. 
 
Northrup says the insurance department is still figuring out how they 
would handle the change, how it would affect insurers and rates and what 
kind of burden it would put on people. 

Wyoming Still Deciding  Insurance Commissioner Hirsig said it will be entirely up to the eight other 
insurance companies that already had provided notice that they intended 
to end coverage in Wyoming because of the new requirements under the 
ACA whether they wanted to continue. 

Region 8   

Alaska Still Deciding Director of Alaska's Division of Insurance Bret S. Kolb said no decision has 
been made about how the state will handle the new plan. "We were 
actively reviewing the impacts of the announcement and will make a 
determination as quickly as possible," he said. 

California Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals  
 

California's insurance commissioner, Dave Jones, has announced his 
support for the president's proposal--but that's not enough to allow 
insurers to sell non-compliant plans in 2014. They needed permission from 
the state exchange, Covered California, which bars participating carriers 
from selling insurance that does not comply with the health care law.  
 
California’s health insurance exchange voted 11/21/13 to not allow 
insurance companies to extend policies that do not meet current benefit 
requirements under ObamaCare, despite President Obama’s “fix” last 



 

 

week. The Covered California Board of Directors unanimously decided to 
stick with its current approach of phasing out the non-compliant policies 
by year’s end, saying Obama’s request that insurers let Americans keep 
those plans through 2014 will not help consumers in the end. 

Hawaii Will Allow Late 
Renewals 
 

“We believe this will help to alleviate some of the concern and frustration 
over the non-renewals,” Hawaii Insurance Commissioner Gordon Ito said in 
a statement. “This is an opportunity for consumers to really look at the 
available plans and choose the best option for themselves. Whether it is 
their existing plan or a new ACA plan because it has more benefits, and 
may actually cost less.” 

Nevada Still Deciding Nevada Insurance Commissioner  Scott Kipper, spoke with The Associated 
Press after a meeting of the Silver State Health Insurance Exchange board 
of directors, said his office has been conferring with commissioners around 
the nation as well as with major carriers to try to determine what steps 
would need to be taken. 
 
On 11/21/13, Kipper said that he has requested an analysis from the state 
attorney general’s office before deciding whether to approve a one-year 
extension for health insurance policies that do not meet the requirements 
of the new federal health care law. 

Oregon Will Allow Late 
Renewals 
 

This insurance department will give insurers permission to offer plans in 
2014 that otherwise would have been cancelled.  

Washington Will NOT Allow 
Late Renewals 

"In the interest of keeping the consumer protections we have enacted and 
ensuring that we keep health insurance costs down for all consumers, we 
are staying the course," Washington State Insurance Commissioner Mike 
Kreidler said in a statement Thursday. "We will not be allowing insurance 
companies to extend their policies. I believe this is in the best interest of 
the health insurance market in Washington." 

 

http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22The+Associated+Press%22
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22The+Associated+Press%22
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Silver+State+Health+Insurance+Exchange%22

