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Washington, DC -- Janet Trautwein, CEO of the National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU), 
issued the following statement in response to the Congressional Budget Office report to the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce on the cost of H.R. 1206: 
 
“There are many long-term cost benefits of H.R. 1206 that this study fails to include in the 
calculations. Agents and brokers save their clients money every day by matching them up with the 
benefits that best fit their needs. Health insurers report that agent-placed health insurance business 
has better retention rates and fewer claims issues because of the help agents and brokers provide. 
With employers, agents and brokers help companies incorporate cost-saving programs like wellness 
plans, reduce compliance costs and negotiate savings at contract renewal time.   
 
“There isn’t clear evidence that the MLR requirements have lowered health insurance premiums. In 
the states that tried loss-ratio caps prior to the passage of national health reform, premiums and 
healthcare costs are not lower and healthcare quality is not better. Instead, these requirements have 
actually discouraged health plan investments in programs that generate long-term medical care cost 
savings and improve healthcare quality.  
 
“Less than 10 percent of Americans received a MLR rebate this year, but virtually all health insurance 
consumers, group and individual, use a licensed health insurance agent or broker every year to help 
obtain or service their coverage. H.R. 1206 will help protect consumers, who need experienced and 
knowledgeable insurance agents more than ever. 
 
“For American healthcare consumers, the choice should be simple. Removing agent and broker 
compensation from the MLR calculation saves an industry whose sole function and legal obligation is 
to protect health insurance consumers. American health insurance agents and brokers want to 
remain in business – for their clients, families and employees. America should want the same for 
them.” 
 
The National Association of Health Underwriters represents more than 100,000 professional health 
insurance agents and brokers who provide insurance for millions of Americans. NAHU is 
headquartered in Washington, DC. For more information, visit www.nahu.org. 
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