
 

 

October 1, 2018 
 
The Honorable David J. Kautter 
Acting Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service 
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20224 
 
RE: Proposed Rule on the Qualified Business Income Deduction - Submitted Electronically via www.regulations.gov 
 
Dear Acting Commissioner Kautter: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU), a professional association 
representing more than 100,000 licensed health insurance agents, brokers, general agents, consultants and 
employee benefits specialists, regarding the proposed regulation titled “Qualified Business Income Deduction” that 
was published in the Federal Register on August 16, 2018.  
 
The members of NAHU help individuals and employers purchase, administer and utilize health insurance coverage 
and make the most of the services available to them. Many NAHU members are business owners operating small 
and midsize insurance agencies classified by the Internal Revenue Code as sole proprietorships, partnerships, 
trusts or S corporations. Accordingly, the implementation details of how the Tax Cut and Jobs Act of 2017’s 
provision to allow such business owners the opportunity to deduct 20 percent of their qualified business income 
are of profound importance to our members. 
 
NAHU supports the proposed rule, and we want to specifically note our appreciation for the clarity of the 
regulatory guidance, which eliminates previous ambiguity as to whether or not health insurance agents and 
brokers were intended to be among the group of businesses that face limitations on their eligibility for the new 
deduction. NAHU endorses the specification that insurance agents and brokers are not part of the definition of 
companies subject to deduction limits. Insurance agencies are primarily small-business operations. They exist in all 
parts of the United States and employ over 1 million Americans.  Our members will be able to take their tax savings 
and use it for business investment and job creation.   
 
We sincerely appreciate the opportunity to respond to the proposed rule and your commitment to gathering the 
viewpoints of all stakeholders, including small- and midsize-business owners. If you have any questions about our 
comments, or if NAHU can be of assistance as you move forward, please do not hesitate to contact me at either 
(202) 595-0787 or jtrautwein@nahu.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Janet Stokes Trautwein 
Executive Vice President and CEO 
National Association of Health Underwriters 
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