Teaching About the Nobel Peace Prize in ELT
by Kip Cates
For content-based teachers, it can be a challenge to find good real-world themes that practice
English language skills and inspire students with stories of people who have worked for a better
future. One such topic is the Nobel Peace Prize.
The Nobel Peace Prize offers a number of benefits for language classrooms. It’s a high-interest
topic that occurs annually and enjoys international media coverage. It engages the curiosity of
learners of all ages. It can involve a variety of language learning tasks. In addition, it stimulates
student interest in world affairs, promotes global awareness, and fosters social responsibility.

Classroom Activities
There’s a wealth of activities available for teaching this topic, from quizzes and games to readings
and research tasks. Following are some that I have used in my classes. Feel free to try these out or
adapt them as necessary.
Nobel Peace Prize Quiz
When starting a new theme, it’s good to engage students with a challenging task to find out what
they know. To begin this teaching unit, put students in pairs and give them the following quiz
(Appendix A [.pdf], answer key included). Test your knowledge by trying it yourself!
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Studying About Alfred Nobel
After the quiz, it’s time to learn about Alfred Nobel and the international prizes he established. To
teach this, I designed the following reading passage with comprehension questions (Appendix B,
.pdf).

Nobel Peace Prize Winners
Once students have a basic idea about Alfred Nobel, it’s time to focus on the recipients of his
annual peace prize. To do this, put students in groups and have them brainstorm any peace prize
winners they know. Next, pass out a master list of all peace prize winners from 1901 to 2019,
such as the one I created here: Appendix C (.pdf).
Students are always excited to look through this list and to see the names of all the peace prize
winners. The list can be used for a variety of activities:
Basic Language Practice (Wh– questions)
•
•
•

Who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 ?
When did UNICEF win the Nobel Peace Prize?
How many people won the Nobel Peace Prize in the year 2011 ?
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Scavenger Hunt Homework (Find someone who…)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Find out how many women have won the Nobel Peace Prize (17)
Find a university professor in Bangladesh who established a grassroots people’s bank to
combat poverty. (Mohammad Yunus, 2006)
Find an American peanut farmer who became U.S. president and worked for peace and
human rights after retirement. (Jimmy Carter, 2002)
Find a famous peacemaker who never won the Nobel Peace Prize. (Examples: Gandhi;
Pierre de Coubertin, founder of the Olympic Games)
Find two women—one Catholic, one Protestant—who worked to stop religious violence
in Northern Ireland. (Betty Williams and Mairead Corrigan, 1976)
Find two leaders of enemy countries at war who stopped fighting, then worked together to
make peace. (e.g., Anwar Sadat and Menachem Begin, 1978)
Find three winners who were arrested by their governments, put in prison, and prevented
from accepting their prizes. (Carl von Ossietzky, Nazi Germany, 1935; Aung San Suu
Kyi, Burma, 1991; Liu Xiaobo, China, 2010)

“Guess Who”: A Peace Prize Card Game
Another way to engage students with the list is to play a “Guess who?” game. For this, I created a
set of eight profile cards (Appendix D, .pdf). Here’s what to do:
•
•
•

Put students in groups, then place a set of cards face down on each table.
Students take turns to pick up a card and read the profile to their group.
The other students listen, try to guess the person, then check the list.

Research Task: Profile Three Peace Prize Winners
Finally, to develop research skills, I have students choose three winners from the list, research
them, then write a report or give a presentation about each:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Background: Who were they? Where and when were they born?
Peace Prize: Why did they win? What did they do?
Problems: What problems did they face?
Impact: What impact did their work have?
Comments: Why did you choose them? What did you learn?
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Quotes by Nobel Peace Prize Winners
Another way to learn about peace prize winners is to study quotes that they’ve made. Following is
a sample (Appendix E, .pdf). Have students read the quotes, choose the two they like best, then
discuss—in groups—the quotes they chose and why.
Quotes by Nobel Peace Prize Winners
A peaceful world cannot long exist one-third rich and two-thirds
hungry. (Jimmy Carter)
The best defence of peace is not power, but the removal of the
causes of war. (Lester B. Pearson)
We must live together as brothers or we shall perish together as
fools. (Martin Luther King, Jr.)
Peace can only last where human rights are respected, where
people are fed, and where individuals and nations are free.
(the Dalai Lama)
All works of love are works of peace. It is not how much we do, but
how much love we put in the action that we do. (Mother Teresa)
Peace is much more precious than a piece of land. (Anwar Sadat)
If nations could overcome their mutual fear and distrust and could
meet with confidence and good will to settle their differences, they
would easily establish a lasting peace. (Fridtjof Nansen)
Victory can be gained with tanks and missiles, but I think that one
wins better with truth, honesty and logic. (Lech Walesa)
If you want to make peace with your enemy, you have to work with
him. Then he becomes your partner. (Nelson Mandela)
From Seeds of Peace by J. Larson, 1987, New Society.
Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speeches
All peace prize recipients give acceptance speeches at the Nobel award ceremony in Stockholm.
These can be a great source of material for advanced classes dealing with reading, listening, or
public speaking. Video recordings and written texts of selected acceptance speeches can be found
on The Nobel Prize website.
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Extending the Unit
Nobel Peace Prize Predictions
If you’d like to get students more involved, why not have them predict the Nobel Peace Prize
winner(s) for the coming year? Break them into groups (e.g., one for each continent), have each
group research and present possible candidates, then choose the best one(s). The official
recipients are announced each October, so students can compare their choice with the actual
winner(s).
Classroom Peace Prize
Another idea is to run your own “classroom peace prize.” Have students research (and, if
possible, interview) peacemakers from your community, city, country, or region. Have students
give presentations on these people or groups, then vote as a class for the one(s) to award your
class prize to.
Other Global Peace Prizes
The Nobel Peace Prize is the world’s most famous award for peace. However, it’s not the only
one! Extend the unit by having students research, write, or present about other peace prizes
around the world. Examples could include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gandhi Peace Prize (India)
Niwano Peace Prize (Japan)
Seoul Peace Prize (South Korea)
Australian Peace Prize
Stuttgart Peace Prize (Germany)
Student Peace Prize (Norway)
U.S. Peace Prize
European Medal of Tolerance

For other prizes and more detailed information, see Wikipedia’s “List of Peace Prizes.”

Conclusion
In my 25 years of teaching the Nobel Peace Prize, I’m always touched by how positively students
respond. They’re especially impressed by the diversity of the laureates. And no wonder! Nobel
Peace Prize winners comprise dynamic individuals and organizations that have worked to stop
wars, fight prejudice, end poverty, defend human rights, promote tolerance, and protect the
environment. They include
•
•

men and women of all ages, from teenagers (Malala, age 17) to seniors (Joseph Rotblatt,
age 87)
key world figures: statesmen, politicians, civic and religious leaders
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•
•

ordinary people: electricians (Lech Walesa), doctors (Albert Schweitzer), scientists
(Andrei Sakharov), lawyers (Shirin Ebadi)
individuals of all races from nearly every region of the world—Europe, Asia, Africa,
North America, Latin America and the Middle East

I hope the activities here show the potential the Nobel Peace Prize offers as a theme for contentbased English classes. Many more activities are possible: role-plays, film clips, matching tasks
(Match the winners to their actions) and debates (Did they really deserve to win?). Further ideas
can be found on The Nobel Prize website, which has a section devoted to Nobel Prize Lessons, or
through an online search for “teaching the Nobel Peace Prize.” Please feel free to contact me if
you’d like a copy of the Nobel Peace Prize PowerPoint I use in class or to share your experiences
with this topic
By teaching this important theme, we can introduce our students to individuals and groups around
the globe that have promoted peace and social justice. We can also, perhaps, inspire them to
become future peacemakers who will use their language skills to help achieve a world free of war,
poverty, prejudice, and pollution.
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